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Nixon Planning a Hard-Line Stand 
Toward Hanoi in Peace Negotiations 


PRESIDENT-ELECT NIX- 
ON is now planning to issue 
this private warning to the 
North Vietnamese’ in Paris: 
If Hanoi’s negotiators re- 
fuse to compromise, they 
run the risk of a U.S. mili- 
tary reaction — possibly in- 
cluding a resumption of full- 
scale bombing of the North. 

That is part of a hard-line 
stand which the Nixon for- 
eign policy team will as- 
sume when they take over 
•the Paris negotiations on 
Jan. 21. 

Although the word “ulti- 
matum” is not being used 
in discussions by Nixon and 
his foreign policy consult- 
ants, the effect of the pres- 
ent plan is not far from 
it. But absolutely ruled out 
is any implication to Hanoi 
that U.S. action might in- 
clude the use of nuclear 
weapons. 


Also likely to mollify 
Smgon is Nixon’s designa- 
tion of Henry Cabot Lodge 
to succeed Averell Harriman 
as top U.S. negotiator at the 
Paris peace talks. However 
while Lodge was well-loved 

111 a I ? on durin S two terms 
as Ambassador, he may turn 
out to be less to Saigon’s 
liking m Paris than Presi- 
dent Thieu and Vice Presi- 
dent Ky think. Before Lodge 
went to Bonn as Ambas- 
sador early last year, he 
confessed to friends a subtle 
change of heart about long- 
range U.S. prospects, in- 
duced by the Communist 
Tet offensive in February. 

Nor do the Bunker and 
Lodge _ appointments mean 
that Nixon is not making an 



Novak Evans 


end of the war the first 
business of his administra- 
tion. Rather, the President- 
elect is determined to use 
the Paris forum to hammer 
out a compromise but is in- 
sisting that the compromise 
be genuine. 


That’s what distinguishes 
Nixon’s Vietnam scenario 
from Gen. Eisenhower’s Ko- 
rean ploy in 1953. The Eisen- 
hower warning carried the 
specific implication that nu- 
clear weapons might be em- 
ployed. Partly as a result, 
the North Koreans buckled 
down to serious bargaining 
and the war ended that 
summer. 


WORD THAT Nixon in- 
tends to make this start 
toward early settlement of 
the Vietnam war fits his 
decision to retain Ellsworth 
Bunker as U.S. Ambassador 
in Saigon. 

Bunker has been skeptical 
about Secretary of Defense 
Clark Clifford’s strong 
words against stalling at 
Paris by the Saigon regime. 
Keeping Bunker on -the job 
should give the .South Viet- 
namese new heart. 


NIXON IS aware that, if 
the final settlement has the 
appearance of a U.S. sur- 
render, however it may be 
camouflaged, the impact on 
the Soviet Union— and U.S. 
allies around the world — 
could be disastrous. 

Thus, Nixon is taking a 
long view of the Vietnam 
settlement and placing it in 
the context of world politics. 
This will make it essential 
•not to extricate the U.S. 
from South Vietnam without 
reasonable assurances that 
the Communists won’t 
promptly take it over. 
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